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StateɧofɧtheɧeǛidenceȾ
EarlǢɧǛoterɧǛoteɧtripling
SeptemberڑԐ0ԐԐ

Earlyڑvoterڑvoteڑtriplingڑisڑa promisingڑtactic for increasingڑtheڑvoterڑturnoutڑofڑtriplersժ
copartisanڑhouseholdڑmembersڑinڑmediumڑsalienceڑelectionsռ

EarlζڑvoterڑvoteڑtriplingڑڑՎ ImpactڑSummary

TacticڑRating Promising

Estimatedڑaverageڑpastڑeffect ԎռԓԘ percentageڑpointsڑincreaseڑinڑcopartisan
copartisanڑhouseholdڑmemberڑturnoutԏջ ֟ڑCIڑ90ٜ
Ն՞0ռ58ڑ՟1֡ڑռ54pp]

ElectionڑtypesڑwՍڑpotentialڑimpact MediumڑsalienceԐ electionswithڑ50ٜ֧ڑbaseline
turnout

Numberڑofڑevaluations Ԓ

WhaƷɧiƫɧeaƣlǢɧǛżƷeƣɧǛżƷeɧƷƣiƠliűgɃ
EarlyڑvoterڑvoteڑtriplingڑՄEVVTՅڑisڑaڑvoteڑtriplingڑtacticڑinڑwhichڑvotersڑwhoڑhaveڑalready
castڑtheirڑballotsڑearlyڑ(eitherڑbyڑmailڑorڑinՑperson)3 areڑaskedڑ(typicallyڑviaڑcoldڑSMS
campaigns)ڑtoڑremindڑtheirڑfriendsڑtoڑvoteռڑEVVTڑprogramsڑhaveڑadvantagesڑbeyond
traditionalڑSMSڑreminderڑprogramsռڑFirstջڑEVVTڑprogramsڑtargetڑpeopleڑwhoڑprobably
thinkڑthatڑvotingڑisڑimportantջڑasڑdemonstratedڑbyڑtheڑfactڑthatڑtheyڑvotedڑ(andڑvoted
earlyڑnoڑless)ռڑSecondջڑbecauseڑmanyڑcampaignsڑandڑcivicڑengagementڑorganizations
removeڑpeopleڑfromڑtheirڑtargetڑuniversesڑafterڑtheyڑvoteջڑEVVTڑprogramsڑtargetڑpeople
whoڑprobablyڑareڑreceivingڑlessڑGOTVڑoutreachջڑmeaningڑtheڑmessagesڑareڑlessڑlikelyڑto
getڑlostڑinڑtheڑshuffleռ

3 Asڑidentifiedڑthroughڑearlyڑvotingڑdataڑreleasedڑbyڑstateڑelectionڑofficialsڑduringڑtheڑearlyڑvoting
periodռ

2VoteڑRevڑusesڑծmediumڑsalienceկڑtoڑreferڑtoڑelectionsڑwith35ڑ՞50ٜڑeligibleڑvoterڑturnoutڑsuchڑas
midtermڑelectionsڑandڑծlowՑsalienceկڑforڑelectionsڑwithڑlessڑthanڑ35ٜڑeligibleڑvoterڑturnoutڑڑsuch
asڑprimaryջڑspecialջڑandڑoddՑyearڑelectionsռڑVoteڑRevڑڑusesڑծhighڑsalienceկڑforڑelectionsڑwith50ٜڑ
orڑhigherڑeligibleڑvoterڑturnoutڑsuchڑasڑpresidentialڑelectionsռ

1 Notڑstatisticallyڑsignificantռ
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EVVTɧcaƷegżƣiǬaƷiżűȾ Ơƣżmiƫiűg
EVVTڑmeetsڑVoteڑRevժsڑstandardsڑofڑa promising tactic (seeڑcategorizationڑbelow) asڑtwo
studiesڑhaveڑshownڑpositiveջڑsignificantڑimpactڑonڑturnoutڑinڑmediumڑsalienceڑelectionsռ
HoweverջڑEVVTڑdoesڑnotڑmeetڑourڑstandardsڑforڑanڑխeffectiveխ tacticڑdueڑtoڑaڑnullڑresult
inڑtheڑhighՑsalienceڑ2020ڑGeneralڑElectionռڑWeڑcannotڑsayڑwithڑconfidenceڑthatڑEVVT
deliversڑaڑpositiveڑimpactڑonڑvoterڑturnoutڑinڑallڑelectionsڑbecauseڑweڑhaveڑyetڑtoڑobserve
aڑpositiveڑimpactڑinڑaڑhighڑsalienceڑcontextռ

Theڑcategorizationڑofڑtacticsڑisڑasڑfollowsտ

Rating Eαplanation

Effective Weڑhaveڑstrongڑevidenceڑfromڑmultipleڑrigorousڑrandomizedڑcontrolڑtrials
demonstratingڑtheڑtacticժsڑimpactڑonڑvoterڑturnoutڑinڑmostڑtypesڑof
electionsڑincludingڑhighՑsalienceڑelectionsջڑsuchڑasڑgeneralڑelectionsռ

Promising Weڑhaveڑevidenceڑfromڑatڑleastڑoneڑrigorousڑrandomizedڑcontrolڑtrial
demonstratingڑtheڑtacticժsڑimpactڑonڑvoterڑturnoutڑinڑanڑelectionջڑsuchڑas
a lowՑsalience primaryڑelectionڑwithڑlowerڑexpected turnoutڑand
attentionռڑFurtherڑresearchڑisڑneededڑtoڑincreaseڑourڑconfidenceڑinڑthe
tacticժsڑeffectivenessռ

Miαed Weڑdonժtڑhaveڑsufficientڑevidenceڑtoڑconfidentlyڑconcludeڑtheڑtacticڑhas
anڑimpactڑonڑvoterڑturnoutڑinڑelectionsռڑThisڑcouldڑbeڑbecauseڑsome
studiesڑshowڑanڑincreaseڑinڑturnoutڑwhereasڑothersڑshowڑaڑdecreaseڑor
noڑeffectڑonڑturnoutռ

Ineffective Weڑhaveڑevidenceڑfromڑmultipleڑrigorousڑrandomizedڑcontrolڑtrials
demonstratingڑtheڑtacticڑhasڑanڑoverarchingڑnullջڑorڑevenڑnegativeջ
impactڑonڑvoterڑturnoutڑinڑanyڑtypeڑofڑelectionռ

Lacks
Evidence

Weڑdonժtڑhaveڑsufficientڑevidenceڑfromڑrigorousڑrandomizedڑcontrolڑtrials
toڑindicateڑtheڑdirectionalڑimpactڑofڑtheڑprogramռڑWeڑmayڑhaveڑearly
findingsڑfromڑnonՑcausalڑevaluationsڑ(suchڑasڑprocessڑevaluations)ڑor
lowerڑqualityڑRCTsռ
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SƿmmaƣǢɧżfɧƷheɧeǛideűce
EVVTڑhasڑbeenڑtestedڑinڑthreeڑrandomizedڑcontrolledڑtrialsڑՄRCTs)ڑՓڑtheڑծgoldڑstandardկ
forڑevaluatingڑtheڑeffectivenessڑofڑinterventionsڑՓڑasڑfollowsտ

1ռ studyڑElectionڑGeneralڑ2020
2ռ studyڑPrimaryڑStateڑFloridaڑ2020
3ռ studyڑMidtermsڑTexasڑ2018

AllڑstudiesڑassessedڑtheڑeffectivenessڑofڑEVVTڑbyڑmeasuringڑturnoutڑamong copartisan
householdڑmembers ofڑtheڑmessageڑrecipientջڑasڑidentified byڑvoterڑfileڑdataڑand
TargetSmartڑmodeledڑpartisanshipڑscoresռڑForڑbrevityڑweڑwillڑuseڑtheڑtermڑխhousemateխ
forڑtheseڑindividualsջڑbutڑnoteڑthatڑtheyڑcanڑincludeڑspousesջڑvotingՑagedڑchildrenջڑand
otherڑpeopleڑlivingڑatڑtheڑsameڑmailingڑaddressռ

WeڑconsideredڑtwoڑofڑtheseڑthreeڑstudiesڑծhighՑqualityկջڑmeaningڑtheڑexperimentڑwas
implementedڑwithڑfidelityڑandڑaڑlargeڑsampleڑsizeڑthatڑmitigatesڑtheڑriskڑofڑfalse
negativesռڑWeڑconsideredڑoneڑstudyڑծmediumՑqualityկڑdueڑtoڑimplementationڑerrorsڑthat
mayڑhaveڑimpactedڑtheڑstudyժsڑresultsռڑTheڑmediumՑqualityڑstudyڑisڑtreatedڑasڑless
influentialڑinڑourڑnarrativeڑreviewڑofڑtheڑevidenceռ

studyڑElectionڑGeneralڑ2020

OverallڑSummarζڑ՞ڑԐԎԐԎڑGeneralڑElectionڑStudζ

ElectionڑType General

ElectionڑSalience High

Eligibleڑvoterڑturnoutڑrate4 66ռ8ٜ

StudyڑQuality High

SampleڑSize 1ռ4ڑmillionڑvoters

Directionality Veryڑslightlyڑnegative

EffectڑSize Nullڑ(pՑvalue֒0ռ39Յ

Theڑ2020ڑGeneralڑElectionڑstudyڑfoundڑaڑnonsignificantڑandڑnearՑzeroڑimpactڑofڑEVVT
messagesڑonڑhousemateڑturnoutڑ(treatmentڑeffectڑofڑ՞0ռ1ppջڑfrom58ڑռ6ڑ(control)ڑto58ڑռ5
(treatment)ջڑp֒0ռ39ՅռڑBecauseڑofڑitsڑlargeڑsampleڑsizeڑandڑfidelityڑofڑimplementationջڑthis
studyڑisڑtheڑmostڑinfluentialڑinڑourڑnarrativeڑassessmentڑofڑtheڑevidenceռڑڑNoteڑthatڑweڑdo

4 Weڑuseڑtheڑvoterڑturnoutڑrateڑamongڑallڑeligibleڑvotersڑtoڑindicateڑtheڑsalienceڑofڑtheڑelectionռ
RetrievedڑfromտڑhttpsտՍՍwwwռelectprojectռorgՍelectionՑdataՍvoterՑturnoutՑdata
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notڑknowڑwhetherڑtriplersժڑhousematesڑactuallyڑreceivedڑaڑڑrelationalڑreminderڑ(ieջڑthis
wasڑanڑintentionՑtoՑtreatڑanalysisւڑseeڑmoreڑonڑthisڑinڑthe nextڑsection)ռڑThisڑlargeՑscale
studyڑwasڑrunڑinڑ21ڑstatesڑandڑincludedڑaڑsampleڑsizeڑof1ڑռ4ڑmillionڑvotersռڑGivenڑthe
atypicallyڑhighڑturnout inڑtheڑ2020ڑGeneralڑElectionջ weڑmightڑfindڑdifferentڑresultsڑin
mediumڑsalienceڑelectionsڑwithڑlowerڑturnoutڑsuchڑasڑmidtermsջڑprimariesջڑorڑevenڑtypical
Presidentialڑelectionsռ

studyڑPrimaryڑStateڑFloridaڑ2020

OverallڑSummarζڑ՞ڑFloridaڑPrimarζڑStudζ

ElectionڑType PrimaryڑElection

ElectionڑSalience Low

Eligibleڑvoterڑturnoutڑrate 19ռ5ٜ

StudyڑQuality High

SampleڑSize 200ջ000ڑvoters

Directionality Positive

EffectڑSize 0ռ8՞0ռ95ppڑ(pՑvalue֒0ռ01Յ

DuringڑFloridaժsڑStateڑPrimaryڑin2020ڑջڑanڑRCTڑfoundڑEVVTڑmessagesڑhadڑaڑռ8՞ռ95
percentageڑpointջڑstatisticallyڑsignificantڑ(p֒ռ01Յջڑpositiveڑeffectڑonڑhousemateڑturnoutռ
Thisڑtestڑwasڑconductedڑwithڑrelativelyڑfewڑimplementationڑerrorsڑandڑincludedڑa
wellՑpoweredڑsampleڑsizeڑof200ڑջ000ջڑthoughڑnotablyڑ(6x)ڑsmallerڑthanڑtheڑ2020ڑGeneral
ElectionڑresultsռڑAsڑaڑresultջڑtheڑfindingsڑareڑencouragingڑbutڑhaveڑlessڑinfluenceڑonڑour
narrativeڑreviewڑthanڑtheڑfindingsڑfromڑtheڑ2020ڑGeneralڑElectionڑexperimentռ

studyڑMidtermsڑTexasڑ2018

OverallڑSummarζڑ՞ڑTeαasڑMidtermsڑStudζ

ElectionڑType Gubernatorial

ElectionڑSalience Medium

Eligibleڑvoterڑturnoutڑrate 45ռ6ٜ

StudyڑQuality Medium

SampleڑSize 7ջ000ڑvoters

Directionality Positive
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EffectڑSize 1ppڑ(pՑvalue֒0ռ105Յ

Inڑtheڑ2018ڑTexasڑMidtermڑelectionsջڑaڑsmallڑscaleڑRCTڑrunڑinڑpartnershipڑwithڑtheڑTexas
Democratsڑfoundڑaڑ1ڑpercentageڑpointջڑpositiveڑimpactڑofڑEVVTڑmessagingڑonڑhousemate
turnoutڑthatڑreachedڑnearڑstatisticalڑsignificanceڑ(p֒ռ105ՅռڑDueڑtoڑtheڑsampleڑsizeڑofڑonly
7ջ000ڑparticipantsڑandڑissuesڑwithڑtheڑexperimentժsڑimplementationջڑtheseڑresultsڑareڑless
influentialڑinڑourڑnarrativeڑreviewڑofڑtheڑevidenceڑbutڑareڑstillڑusefulڑinڑhelpingڑtoڑestimate
EVVTժsڑimpactڑinڑmidtermڑelectionsռ

WhaƷɧiƫɧEVVTɝƫɧeƫƷimaƷedɧimƠacƷɃ
MetaՑanalysis
WeڑranڑaڑmetaՑanalysisڑofڑtheڑthreeڑstudiesڑoutlinedڑaboveڑ(forڑdetailsڑsee theڑAppendix)ռ
Theڑanalysisڑestimatedڑa ԎռԓԘppڑliftڑinڑturnout Մ90ٜ confidenceڑintervalڑՆ՞0ռ58ڑ՟
֡1ռ54pp]5)ڑacrossڑtheڑ3ڑstudiesռڑTheڑresultsڑwere notڑstatisticallyڑsignificantջڑmeaningڑthat
ΨeڑcanլtڑstronglζڑruleڑoutڑtheڑpossibilitζڑthatڑEVVTڑhadڑnoڑeffectڑonڑaverageջڑbutڑthe
meanڑestimatedڑeffectڑofڑEVVTڑacrossڑtheڑstudiesڑisڑlargeڑenoughڑtoڑbeڑpractically
importantڑ(forڑmoreڑonڑhowڑweڑinterpretڑsignificanceջڑsee theڑAppendix)ռ

ThisڑmetaՑanalysisڑincludesڑonlyڑ3ڑstudiesջڑwhichڑlimitsڑourڑabilityڑtoڑgeneralizeڑtoڑtypes
ofڑelectionڑnotڑrepresentedڑandڑincreasesڑtheڑriskڑofڑmisleadingڑinferencesڑdueڑtoڑchance
resultsڑinڑanyڑoneڑstudyڑ(inڑeitherڑdirection)ռڑTheڑaggregatedڑeffectڑsizeڑoffersڑan
improvedڑestimateڑofڑeffectivenessڑaboveڑandڑbeyondڑeachڑstudyڑinڑisolationջڑbutڑwe
acknowledgeڑthatڑtheڑeffectڑmayڑdifferڑbyڑelectionڑtypeռڑThisڑmayڑincludeڑaڑpositive
effectڑinڑlowՑڑorڑmediumڑsalienceڑelectionsڑwithڑlowerڑbaselineڑturnoutջڑgivenڑthe
statisticallyڑsignificantڑpositiveڑimpactڑfoundڑinڑtheڑ2020ڑFloridaڑPrimaryڑandڑnear
significantڑpositiveڑimpactڑinڑtheڑ2018ڑTexasڑMidtermsռڑFutureڑlargeڑscaleڑRCTsڑshould
furtherڑtestڑtheڑimpactڑofڑEVVTڑduringڑmediumڑandڑhighڑsalienceڑelectionsջڑsuchڑas
midtermsڑandڑpresidentialڑelectionsջڑtoڑexploreڑthisռ

Caveats
Thereڑareڑaڑfewڑcaveatsڑtoڑtheڑfindingڑofڑoverallڑnullڑ(iռeռջڑstatisticallyڑnonՑsignificant)
impactڑofڑEVVTր

Firstջڑtheseڑresultsڑareڑdrivenڑbyڑfindingsڑfromڑaڑstudyڑrunڑduringڑtheڑ2020ڑGeneral
ElectionڑwhichڑwasڑanڑunusualڑelectionڑinڑtermsڑofڑsalienceջڑexcitementջڑandڑturnoutռڑAsڑa
resultջڑtheڑimpactڑofڑEVVTڑmayڑhaveڑbeenڑovershadowedڑasڑvotersڑwhoڑmayڑtypically
needڑaڑnudgeڑtoڑvoteڑwereڑmotivatedڑbyڑtheڑexcitementڑaroundڑtheڑelectionռ

5 Weڑreportڑaڑ90ٜڑCIڑbecauseڑweڑbelieveڑpoliticalڑpartnerڑgroupsڑareڑlessڑriskՑaverseڑthan
scientificڑaudiencesւڑtheڑ95ٜڑCIڑisڑՆ՞1ռ09ڑ՟2ڑռ05Շռ
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Secondջڑtheڑmetricڑofڑmeasuringڑtheڑvoterڑturnoutڑofڑcopartisanڑhouseholdڑmembersڑmay
underestimateڑtheڑimpactڑofڑtheڑinterventionռڑWeڑdoڑnotڑcollectڑsufficientڑpersonal
informationڑonڑtheڑremindedڑfriendsڑtoڑlookڑupڑtheirڑvotingڑbehaviorڑinڑtheڑvoterڑfileռڑAsڑa
resultջڑcopartisanڑhouseholdڑmembersժڑvoterڑturnoutڑisڑusedڑasڑanڑimperfectڑproxy
measureڑthatڑmostڑlikelyڑunderestimatesڑEVVTժsڑimpactռڑPreviousڑtestsڑshowڑthatڑonly
housematesջڑknownڑofڑnamesڑfirstڑtheڑmatchڑtriplersڑbyڑsharedڑnamesڑtheڑofڑ12ٜ
meaningڑthatڑourڑanalysesڑincludeڑhousematesڑwhomڑtheڑtriplerڑmayڑorڑmayڑnotڑhave
remindedջڑwhileڑexcludingڑtheڑnonՑhouseholdڑmembersڑwhomڑtheڑtriplerڑmayڑhave
remindedռ

ThirdջڑSMSڑwasڑaڑhighlyڑusedڑvoterڑengagementڑchannelڑin2020ڑռڑAnڑestimated billionڑ13
politicalڑtextsڑwereڑsentڑduringڑtheڑ2020ڑelectionջڑheavilyڑconcentratedڑinڑswingڑstatesռ
Itժsڑpossibleڑthatڑoverwhelmedڑvotersڑmayڑhaveڑsimplyڑignoredڑallڑpoliticalڑmessagingջ
minimizingڑtheڑimpactڑofڑthisڑinterventionռڑIfڑtextingڑcontinuesڑtoڑbeڑusedڑheavilyջڑthisڑmay
beڑaڑvalidڑindicationڑthatڑEVVTڑwillڑnotڑbeڑeffectiveڑinڑtheڑfutureռڑHoweverջڑnew
regulationsڑՄ10DLCՅڑthatڑreduceڑtheڑvolumeڑandڑincreaseڑtheڑqualityڑofڑtextڑmessages
mayڑleadڑEVVTڑtoڑriseڑinڑeffectivenessռ

HżǜɧdżeƫɧEVVTɧcżmƠaƣeɧƷżɧƷƣadiƷiżűal
camƠaigűɧƷacƷicƫɃ
ThisڑevaluationڑՓڑthatڑEVVTڑmayڑincreaseڑvoterڑturnoutڑduringڑmediumڑsalienceڑbutڑnot
highՑsalienceڑelectionsڑՓڑalignsڑwithڑa metaՑanalysis ofڑGOTVڑprogramsڑfromڑtheڑAnalyst
InstituteռڑAsڑmentionedڑaboveջڑtheڑnoisinessڑofڑthe theڑreducedڑhaveڑmayڑelectionڑ2020
impactڑofڑSMSڑprogramsڑinڑtheڑelectionջڑalsoڑconsistentڑwithڑa subsequentڑreport from
theڑAnalystڑInstituteռ

TakenڑtogetherջڑthisڑevidenceڑsuggestsڑEVVTڑisڑlikelyڑasڑimpactfulڑasڑotherڑGOTVڑSMS
interventionsռ
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AƠƠeűdiǡ

MetaՑanalysis

Approach
Weڑhaveڑperformedڑ3ڑRCTsڑonڑEVVTռڑTheseڑstudiesڑwereڑcombinedڑinڑaڑmetaՑanalysisڑto
determineڑanڑoverallڑeffectڑestimateռڑPapersջڑdataջڑandڑcodeڑusedڑforڑtheڑmetaՑanalysis
areڑavailableڑonڑrequestڑ(contactڑresearch@voterevռorg)ռ

Someڑexperimentsڑcontainedڑmultipleڑvariantsڑonڑtheڑmainڑtreatmentջڑincludingڑdifferent
scriptsջڑdifferentڑnumbersڑofڑfollowՑupڑmessagesջڑorڑdifferentڑsendersռڑTheڑheadline
analysesڑforڑeachڑstudyڑcombinedڑallڑofڑtheseڑintoڑoneڑcomparisonڑbetween
anyՑtreatmentڑandڑnoՑtreatmentջڑandڑthisڑisڑtheڑresultڑourڑanalysesڑuseռڑInڑallڑcasesڑthe
outcomeڑofڑinterestڑisڑcopartisanڑhousemateڑturnoutڑinڑtheڑrelevantڑelectionռ

Papersڑcontainedڑ2ڑversionsڑofڑeachڑanalysisջڑwithڑandڑwithoutڑcontrolڑvariablesռڑThese
variablesڑtypicallyڑincludedڑtriplerڑandڑtripleeڑdemographicsջڑturnoutڑscoresջڑand
householdڑsizesռڑTheڑmetaՑanalysisڑalwaysڑusesڑtheڑversionڑwithڑcontrolڑvariables
presentռ

Twoڑpapersڑcontainedڑadditionalڑsplitsڑorڑsubgroupsջڑincludingڑanalysesڑlookingڑat
spilloversڑregardlessڑofڑpartisanshipڑorڑatڑonlyڑpledgersڑorڑonlyڑnonՑpledgersռڑWeڑdoڑnot
useڑanyڑofڑthoseڑdistinctionsڑinڑthisڑmetaՑanalysisջڑnorڑdoڑweڑattemptڑtoڑaccountڑfor
variationsڑinڑtheڑdefinitionڑofڑaڑcontrolڑgroupռڑTheڑmetaՑanalysisڑsimplyڑusesڑthe
controlledڑmainڑeffectڑestimateڑacrossڑallڑtreatmentڑvariationsջڑcomparedڑtoڑwhateverڑthe
headlineڑstudyڑanalysisڑdefinedڑasڑtheڑcontrolռ

Theڑoriginalڑanalysesڑusedڑlinearڑregressionջڑwhichڑproducesڑparameterڑestimatesڑthat
areڑequivalentڑtoڑtheڑpercentageڑpointڑliftڑinڑturnoutڑattributableڑtoڑtheڑtreatmentռڑWe
consideredڑreanalyzingڑtheڑdataڑusingڑaڑlogisticڑregressionڑapproachڑthatڑmayڑbeڑmore
technicallyڑcorrectڑforڑbinaryڑoutcomeڑdataռڑHoweverջڑinferencesڑbasedڑonڑlogistic
regressionڑmayڑimplyڑthatڑhigherڑbaselineڑturnoutڑwillڑleadڑtoڑaڑlargerڑabsoluteڑincreaseڑin
turnoutռڑEmpiricalڑevidenceջڑasڑreviewedڑaboveջڑsuggestsڑthatڑabsoluteڑtreatmentڑeffects
are smaller inڑhigherՑsalienceڑelectionsջڑsoڑtheڑlinear regressionڑapproachڑisڑmore
realistic6ռ

6 Asڑaڑrobustnessڑcheckڑweڑdidڑcarryڑoutڑtheڑlogisticڑregressionڑanalysisջڑandڑobtainedڑa
somewhatڑhigherڑpredictionڑinڑtheڑcontextڑofڑmidtermڑelectionsڑՄ0ռ72ppڑatڑaڑbaselineڑturnoutڑrate
of50ٜ֧ڑՅռ
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GeneralizabilityڑremainsڑaڑchallengeռڑTheڑmetaՑanalysisڑusesڑaڑrandomՑeffectsڑmodelڑthat
representsڑheterogeneityڑamongڑstudiesջڑbutڑtheڑsampleڑisڑtooڑsmallڑtoڑtestڑhypotheses
aboutڑwhatڑpredictsڑtheseڑdifferencesռ

Results
WeڑusedڑanڑinverseՑvarianceڑweightedڑmodelڑwithڑrandomڑeffectsڑՄKnappՑHartung
method)ռڑRandomڑeffectsڑwereڑchosenڑdueڑtoڑourڑpreՑexistingڑbeliefڑthatڑtheڑdifferent
electoralڑcontextsڑofڑtheseڑstudiesڑwouldڑentailڑcriticalڑdifferencesւڑthisڑwasڑborneڑoutڑby
statisticalڑmeasuresڑofڑheterogeneityڑՄI2֟75ռ19ٜջ Q֟9ռ53ջڑp֒ռ01ՅռڑTheڑestimated
differenceڑbetweenڑgroupsڑinڑvoterڑturnoutڑwas 0ռ48pp (p֒ռ32Յռ Theڑ90ٜڑConfidence
IntervalڑՄCIՅջڑrepresentingڑtheڑlikelyڑrangeڑofڑimpactڑbasedڑonڑtheڑdataڑweڑhaveջڑisڑՆ՞0ռ58
Փ1֡ڑռ54pp]7ռ

Becauseڑtheڑresultsڑareڑnotڑstatisticallyڑsignificantջڑweڑcanլtڑsayڑwithڑhighڑcertaintyڑthat
theڑinterventionڑhasڑaڑnonzeroڑeffectռڑHoweverջڑourڑgoalڑisڑtoڑmakeڑtheڑbestڑestimateڑwe
canڑaboutڑtheڑworldջڑevenڑgivenڑimperfectڑevidenceռڑThusջڑweڑestimateڑthatڑacrossڑour
pastڑstudiesڑEVVTڑhasڑshownڑaڑvoterڑturnoutڑliftڑof0ڑռ48ppջڑandڑwillڑadviseڑourڑpartnersڑof
theڑimprecisionڑinڑthisڑestimateڑwhenڑdiscussingڑtheڑuseڑofڑthisڑtacticռ

WeڑalsoڑreiterateڑthatڑtheڑmetaՑanalyticڑcombinationڑofڑmultipleڑstudiesڑmayڑnotڑbeڑthe
mostڑrelevantڑpredictionڑforڑanyڑoneڑelectionռڑThereڑisڑaڑdistinctڑpossibilityڑthatڑweڑfound
differingڑresultsڑbetweenڑelectionsڑbecauseڑEVVTڑactuallyڑdoesڑhaveڑaڑlargeڑimpactڑinڑlow
salienceڑelectionsڑandڑaڑsmallerڑimpactڑinڑextremelyڑhighՑsalienceڑelectionsռ Inڑorderڑto
findڑoutڑifڑEVVTڑΨorksڑinڑmidtermsڑorڑpresidentialڑelectionsջڑitڑmustڑbeڑfurtherڑtested
inڑthoseڑtζpesڑofڑelectionsռ

7 Weڑreportڑaڑ90ٜڑCIڑbecauseڑweڑbelieveڑpoliticalڑpartnerڑgroupsڑareڑlessڑriskՑaverseڑthan
scientificڑaudiencesւڑtheڑ95ٜڑCIڑisڑՆ՞1ռ09ڑ՟2ڑռ05Շռ
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