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School districts are encouraged to develop policies that address the many aspects of 
reporting a threat.
 While many schools have policies that address threatening behavior, these 
policies do not always attend to all aspects of reporting threats, such as what proce-
dure a student should follow in reporting a threat and what the school’s role is when 
such information is received. School policies should:

Encourage students, staff, faculty, parents, and others to report all apparent threats or 
threatening or disturbing behaviors.

RECOMMENDATION ONE

Provide several options for the reporting of threats, including reporting anonymously 
if necessary.

RECOMMENDATION TWO

from Prior Knowl-
edge of Potential 

School-Based 
Violence: Information 
Students Learn May 
Prevent a Targeted 

Attack (2008)
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Ensure that all those who report a threat or threatening situation will be treated 
with respect and that the information they provide will be closely guarded.

RECOMMENDATION THREE
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Articulate what types of student information and knowledge can be shared, with 
whom it can be shared, and under what conditions it can be shared.

RECOMMENDATION FIVE

Emphasize that the school will take appropriate action on all reports and will, 
within the confines of privacy laws, provide feedback to the reporting student that 
the information was received, and that appropriate action was taken.

RECOMMENDATION FOUR
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Be clear as to who is responsible for acting on information received regarding 
threats.

RECOMMENDATION SIX

��������������������������������������������������� �����������������������������������
�����������������
�������������
�����������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������
�����

Where law permits, include law enforcement and mental health officials in the 
review process.

RECOMMENDATION SEVEN
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Track threats over time so that the information collected regarding threats can be 
used.

RECOMMENDATION EIGHT
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